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; WHAT IS CHRISTMAS ALL ABOUT? _ 


_ The Baby Jesus is what it is all about. If He had not 

grown up to become Jesus Christ of Nazareth of the 
New Testament, we would never have heard of the 
story of Christmas, despite its beauty, simplicity, and 
wonder. But something began at Bethlehem’s man- 
ger which has never ended. The Infant has changed 
history, wrenched the world’s chronology so that its 
years would pivot about His birth, and touch coun- 
tries, cultures, civilizations and change untold mil- 
lions of lives. 

Repeatedly, when public-opinion polls are taken, 
asking, “Who is the most admired man in history?” 
Jesus of Nazareth has outdistanced the most popular 
men from His time through the twentieth century. 
However the Child of Christmas may be regarded 
(and'we believe with the Apostle Peter that He is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God), there is no 
question that His life has affected and changed the 
present and future of more lives than any other 


in the world. God’s Holy Spirit is bindin . 


by invisible cords preparing th ; 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. — 

During this beautiful Christmas seasc 
servative Christianity celebrates His birt! 
returning again to the manger to worship, n 
great Foursquare family around the world re 
and know that one of the beautiful cords that b 
us together in Christian service is the reality tha 
has affected and brought a change in our lives 

Reflected in the Christmas ball on the cover pe 
of this month’s ADVANCE is the headquarters’ : 
of the International Church of the Foursquare Gi 
pel. It is each staff member's desire to wish 
whose lives have been changed by Bethlehem’s 
and who serve in the thousands of Foursqu 
churches and schools around the world, the mer 
Christmas and the most joyous New Year possi 


person who has ever lived. 


The LIFE Alumni Association will 
hold its annual Alumni Breakfast at 
the Sheraton Universal Hotel in 
Universal City, Ca. on Feb. 17, 1979, 
announces Alumni President, Dale 
Downs. 

Church Growth and Evangelism 
Director, Dr. Donald McGregor, will 
minister in Chile, S.A. during the 
month of December. 

Pastor Marilyn Mathews of Over- 
land, Mo. will represent the Chris- 
tian Education Department of the 
Denominational Executives of 
Christian Education’s annual meet- 
ing in St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 6-8. 

Sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to the world’s unreached will 
be the focus of the 37th Annual 
Convention of the N.A.E., Mar. 6-8, 
1979, at the Sheraton Twin Towers in 
Orlando, Fla. 


The Board of Regents of LIFE Bi- 
ble College in Los Angeles, Ca. met, 
Nov. 29-Dec. 1. Executive Vice Pres- 
ident, Charles Shoemake, and Mr. 
Richard Schmidt, Chairman of the 
Board of Regents, attended the an- 
nual convention of the American 
Association of Bible Colleges in 
Chicago, IIl., Oct. 26-28. 
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Speakers for the Western Canada 
District Fall Pastors’ Conference, 
held at Kamloops, B.C., included 
District Supervisor, Victor Gardner, 
and Pastors Barry McGaffin, George 
Thomson and J.E. Chartier. 

Recent dedications of Foursquare 
churches included: Dallas, N.C. 
(newly remodeled sanctuary and fa- 
cilities), Logansport, Ind. (church 
building and two lots); Williams, 
Az. (Christian education facility), 
and Perris, Ca. (refurbishing and 
new carpet and pews). 


Foursquare churches have re- 
cently been established in the fol- 
lowing locations: Sarnia and 
Guelph, Ont., Canada (Eastern Dis- 
trict), Wyoming, Mich., Marengo 
and Park Ridge, Ill. (Great Lakes 
District); and Agua Prieto and a 
second church in the city of Nogal- 
es, Sonora, Mex. (Southwest Dis- 
trict). Supervisor John Holland 
reports that successful evangelistic 
crusades have been conducted in 
these cities in Mexico with 3,000 the 
average attendance, several hun- 
dred converted, and great healings 
realized in each crusade. 


members, is pictured. Design and photo, Clark Williams. Photo | 
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Foursquare’s first National Pas- 
tors’ and Ministers’ Conference i: 
scheduled for Estes Park, Colo., May 
21-26, 1979, and will be attended by 
pastors and ministers from around 
the world, announces Conference 
Chairman, Dr. Vincent R. Bird. 


Rev. and Mrs. O.E. Ghere, pastors” 
of the Newcomerstown, Oh. Four- 
square Church, celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary this year. 
Their two children, Rev. Irene Hurt 
of Corona, Ca. and Chaplain Willard 
Ghere, U.S. Army, are both Four. 
square ministers. 
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PRESENT WITH THE LORD: |. 
Lillie M. Pearce, Oscar L. I 
Watkins. 
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8 OMMUNITY CONCERN: 
hristmas Parade 
Participation Provides 
Opportunities for Witness 
_ The congregation of the Colton, 
Ca. Foursquare Church has caused 
the city of Colton to realize that a 
Foursquare church is a part of that 
community as it has participated in 
the Colton Chamber of Commerce 
Christmas Parade since 1976. 


In 1977 the Foursquare Church 
won two awards for its float which 
centered around the theme of the 
Nativity. Out of 60 entries, they 
‘were awarded a Second Place 
trophy and also received a ribbon 
for the ‘Best Christmas Theme.”’ 
Built entirely by the people of the 
church, last year’s float carried 
members of the congregation who 
sang Christmas carols the length of 
the parade route. In addition, the 
boys and girls carried out the 
theme as they portrayed angels and 
shepherds, while a young couple 
posed as Joseph and Mary and a 
live ‘‘Baby Jesus”’ slept in the 
manger. 

Pastor Delbert Shaw states that 
again this month the church plans 
to take advantage of this 
opportunity for Christian witness by 
entering a float in this year’s 
Christmas Parade. 


ir ns side our Foursquare family: 


United Foursquare Women 
In Forward Progress 

U.F.W. President, Mrs. Katie 
Loggins, announces the relocation 
of the U.F.W. Alabaster House from 
Santa Ana to Norwalk, Ca. 
Groundbreaking ceremonies on the 
new site, located at Firestone and 
Wood Blvds., were held on Oct. 9th 
with Denominational officers, 
Southland U.F.W: officers, and 
Norwalk city representatives present 
for the special ceremony. 

The new facility, patterned after 
the present U.F.W.-headquarters, 
will contain office display and 
conference areas, a kitchen, 
lounge, mailing rooms, and entry 
hall and storage area in 6,000 
square feet of space. 

In recent months, President 
Loggins visited the mission fields of 
Ecuador and Colombia where she 
met with U.F.W. officers and 


chapters, visited 10 churches in 
Ecuador as well as the Houses of 
Happiness in Quito, and was the 
guest speaker at the U.F.W. 
Congress in Barranquilla, Colombia. 
The congress was attended by 
about 1,400 women. Returning to 
the U.S., Mrs. Loggins ministered at 
the Western District Fall U.F.W. 
Retreat, Oct. 13-15. 


CHURCH: 
Remodeling Completed In 
Milledgeville, Georgia 

Pastor Georgia Byrd reports that 
the recent remodeling and 
refurbishing of the Foursquare 
church facilities of Milledgeville, Ga. 
includes a new front, which 
provides a nursery, church office 
and vestibule. A church steeple was 
also added as well as new 
furnishings and other new features. 


Indy Divisional Women 
Meet Together For 
Two-day Fellowship 
The Indy Divisional ladies of the 
Great Lakes District met together 


YOUTH: 
Cadets Knighted at 
South Central Camp 

Todd Long of the Claremore, 
Okla. Foursquare Church and Craig 
Shiflett, son of the pastors of the 
Brownfield, Tx. Foursquare Church, 
were knighted at a special Cadet 
Knighting ceremony held during the 
Family Camp of the South Central 
District. This achievement 
represents three years of Cadet 
involvement in thé Foursquare 
Cadet Program, church attendance, 
and learning the entire Cadet 
Standard of Attainment. 


for a two-day fellowship at the 
Flower House of the New Castle, 
Ind. Foursquare Church. The 
women enjoyed times of sharing, 


learning together from God's Word, 


personal testimonies and 
recreation. 
Oh. was the guest speaker and 


ministered to the women regarding 


the various phases of a woman's 
life. 


Nina Mclivain of Marion, 


Above: Special prayer 


Se, offered for Cadet Knight 
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Craig Shifflet by 
Supervisor S. O. 
Westbrook (right), and 
uncle, Rev. James Shifflet 
(left). Todd Long kneels 
for special prayer at 
Knighting Ceremony. 
Todd's pastor and 
grandfather, Rev. Derwyn 
Clarke, shown with Todd. 


Guy P. Duffield 


Christmas is one of the most thrilling times 
in the entire year for old and young alike. 
There is probably no day on our calendar for 
which so much preparation is made and 
toward which more people look with the 
keenest of anticipation. It is interesting to the 


. Christian that this fact is true regarding God 


viewpoint 


as well as man. He looked forward to and 
made the most minute preparations for the 
first Christmas with even greater anticipation 
than we are capable of. 

We have heard much about the prophecies 
concerning the Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ, for there is no event which stirs more 
interest in the heart of the believer. We do, 
indeed, look forward to this event with the 
keenest of expectancy. But we must realize 
that the stirring events surrounding our Sav- 
ior’s Second Coming are all based on the 


- facts regarding His first appearance here in 


human form on this earth. There could be no 
Second Coming if there had not been a first 
coming. 


Pe fact that so many intricate details of 
His coming to earth the first time were fore- 
told hundreds—and in some cases thou- 
sands—of years before they came to pass, 
constitutes one of the most convincing and 
encouraging truths concerning the Person 
and ministry of our Lord. Very few men have 
had their birth and the pattern of their life 
and accomplishments prophesied genera- 
tions before they came to this earth. In a few 
cases God prophesied that certain people 
would have a son, so it was known ahead of 
time that he was coming on the scene. Man- 
oah and his wife were told by the angel of the 
Lord that Samson would be born to them 
(Jud. 13:2,3). Hannah received the promise of 
the Lord, through the high priest, Eli, that her 
prayer for a son would be answered (I Sam. 
1:17). Each of these sons was born within the 
year. Abraham and Sarah received the prom- 
ise of-the birth of Isaac 25 years before he 
came. John the Baptist’s ministry as the fore- 
runner of Jesus was foretold between 700 and 
800 years before it began. But some of the 
promises that had to do with the birth of 


Jesus were given close to 4,000 years ahead of 
time. 


rT 


For a prophecy to be genuine there must bi 
sufficient time between the pronouncemen 
and the fulfilkment in order to preclude th 
possibility of a shrewd guess. This is cer 
tainly true regarding Jesus. No human, re- 
gardless of how wise he might be, could have 
ever foreseen the endless details that were 
foretold concerning our Savior’s first advent 
into this world in human form. If even the 
thought of a doubt ever crosses your mind as 
to whether Jesus really was what He claimed 
to be, just think how perfectly He fulfilled 
every prediction concerning Himself. It is 
completely unthinkable that all the details 
which were outlined regarding Him could 
have possibly happened by chance. _ 

At this, another Christmas season, it might 
be inspiring and profitable to go back in eof 


and look at some of the amazing details of 
prophecy that preceded His first coming- 
confining ourselves almost exclusively to Hi 
birth alone. You do not have to speculate 
stretch your credulity concerning futu 


and believe what has already taken place 
This is not speculation, but history. Dr. Johi 
C. Whitcomb, Jr. has well said, “One of 7 
great distinguishing features of the Christian 
faith is its incurable historicity! The crucial 
events that secured the eternal salvation of 
those who believe in Christ occurred not in 
some dreamland of another world, but rather 
in the realm of space called earth and in the 
realm of time called history.” 3 


: 
; 
- 


Coa did not plan that man should sin, but 
He foreknew that such would be the case, 
and so He began His wondrous plan of re- 
demption—a plan that started to be fulfilled 
as ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us” on that first Christmas day. . ’ 

1. God chose the Means. He was to bring: 
salvation through a human being—the seed of 


a woman. In Genesis 3:15 we have the first 


E. 


promise of this fact: ‘And I will put enmity | 
between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Here, inci-- 
dentally, was the first indication of the virgin 


birth of Jesus—the seed of a woman, not of a| 
man. 4 
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14 God ceca. the 
: thel which He had> 
ra his was confirmed many 

s the Spirit of the Lord proph- 
re shall come a Star out of 
a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel 
‘ . 24: 17). Again, ‘in the New Testa- 


: ae at SURnOnS: Dayo. said, 
Ye are the children of the prophets, and of 
covenant which God made with our fa- 
, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed 
ll all kindreds of the earth be blessed. 
to you first God, having raised up his Son 
, sent him to bless you, in turning every 
of you from his iniquities” (Acts 3:25,26). 
r verily he took not on him the nature of 
gels, but he took on him the seed of Abra- 
yam” (Heb. 2:16). 
. God chose the Tribe—Judah. As Jacob 
thered his 12 sons before him to receive his 
nal blessing before his death, he, guided by 
1e Spirit of the Lord, singled out his son 
lah: “The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be” (Gen. 49:10). 


5. God chose the Household—that of 
David. Confirming the covenant God made 
with David (ul Sam. 7:8, 12-16), Jeremiah 
proclaimed, “Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto David a right- 
eous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute judgment and jus- 
tice in the earth. In his days shall Judah be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this 
is his name whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ (Jer. 23:5, 6). 

-6. God chose the Forerunner—John the 
Baptist. “Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come 
to his temple...” (Mal. 3:1). “The voice of 
him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God” (Isa. 40:3). 
Both of these prophecies were fulfilled in 
John: “For this is he that was spoken of by the 


: a come Alpon ne od ae power of the High- 
~ est shall overshadow thee: therefore also eee é aati 


holy thing which shall be born of thee, eel 
be called the Son of God.” 
_8.-God chose the Pecation= Bethlchen: 


“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou : : 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 


out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting” (Mic. 5:2). 
9. God chose the Time. “Know therefore 
and understand, that from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and build Jeru- 
salem, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. And after threescore — 
and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but 
not for himself. . .” (Dan. 9:25,26). The com- 
mandment referred to was that issued by 
Artaxerxes between 454 and 444 B.C. The 
seven and threescore and two weeks total 
sixty-nine weeks of years—sixty-nine times 
seven—or four thousand and eighty-five 


years, which brings us to the very time Christ 


was here in the flesh. 


What does all this mean? What is the 
message of Christmas as we consider it from 
the standpoint of prophecy? It means first, 
that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. In 
no other way can we account for its intricate 
accuracy. Second, it means that Jesus of | 
Nazareth, Who was born in Bethlehem, is the 
Christ, the Messiah of Israel and the Savior of 
all who will call upon Him. Third, it means 
that God, Who planned this great salvation, 
had you and me in mind centuries before we 
were even born. Fourth, it means that Jesus 
will most certainly come again to this earth. 
Should you ever wonder if all the prophecies 
concerning the Second Coming of Christ will 
actually be fulfilled and the “signs of the 
times” will really come to pass, just remind 
yourself of the almost numberless prophetic 
details fulfilled in His first coming and you 
will have no difficulty in believing that those 
concerning His second appearing will most 
certainly come to pass. Christmas is one of 
the greatest testimonies of the faithfulness of 
God. You can depend on Him! cy 
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Paul Stephens assisting in 
Water Baptismal Service. 


“When I think of what I used to be—a 
hippie running around naked in the moun- 
tains of Oregon and my mind half-fried from 
drugs, I can’t help but sit and wonder in awe 
and amazement at the mighty power of Jesus 
Christ. The fact that the Lord God of heaven, 
the Creator of everything that lives and 
breathes, was moved with compassion and 
cared about me as an individual overwhelms 
me,’ testifies Paul Stephens, Assistant Pastor 
of the Tucson, Arizona Foursquare Church. 
God has truly delivered Paul Stephens from a 
life of misery, loneliness, and emptiness. 


Approximately four years ago Paul and his 
wife, Reneé, were living in the mountains of 
Oregon. They had grown up during a period 
of rebellion and drugs and had become a part 
of that generation. Moving to Oregon, they 
buried themselves in the mountains with the 
idea of separating themselves from society 
and starting a new way of life out in the 
country with no authoritative dominion over 
them. There they surrounded themselves 
with friends who shared the same feelings 
and ideas. But despite their efforts, they soon 
discovered that their new way of life was not 
satisfying. Their concept and plans of how 


they should live weren’t evolving as they had 
expected. Extreme laziness and irrespon- 
sibility became a way of life to Paul. Indulg- 
ing in drugs became his only desire. This had 

an influence on his wife, as well, and left 
them both in great despair and loneliness. 
Soon they grew apart in their relationship as" 
husband and wife. When their little boy was” 
born, the despair in Paul’s life grew even 
greater. As he would look down upon his’ 
child, he was filled with guilt because he had 

brought a life into this world that he thought 

would grow up to be just as lonely, miserable 
and empty as his life was. 


During this same period, Paul’s older 
brother, Jeff, had decided to leave Los An- 
geles. He began to travel around the country 
on a 10-speed bicycle and became involved in 
many of the same philosophies and life style 
that Paul had embraced. One day he found 
himself walking the streets of Nogales, Ari- 
zona. He was drunk and scarcely able to walk 
or think. As he stumbled alongside a ditch, 
Reverend Bill Walworth, the pastor of “La 
Puerta’ Foursquare Church in Nogales, 
drove by. Noticing Jeff’s drunken condition, 
Reverend Walworth stopped his car and 
quickly approached Jeff, pulling him away 
from the ditch and thus saving him from 
falling in and injuring himself. He took Jeff 
home, sobered him up and ministered the 
love of Jesus Christ to him. Jeff, however, was 
completely unmoved by the love Pastor Bill 
shared with him and simply packed up his 
bags and left. 

Meanwhile, Paul and Reneé had decided to 
leave Oregon. Discouraged and unsatisfied, 
they were seeking a way to live that would 
bring them total peace and joy; they were | 
searching for a state of bliss. Ending up in © 
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rucson, Arizona, Paul obtained employment, 
since he was not able to acquire welfare as he 
had hoped. They soon met another family 
with whom they decided to share living quar- 
ters, and together they rented the downstairs 
unit of a large house. The four men living in 
the unit above them attended “The Door” 
Foursquare Church in Tucson, and it was not 
long before they began sharing the love of 
God with the two families. 


“It was something that I wasn’t even look- 
ing for—Jesus as the answer to my needs,” 
‘shares Paul. “I never thought about Christ as 
someone Who could be a reality in my life. I 
thought that He was just a crutch for those 
‘who were weak and needed something to 
lean on if they were desperate enough to cry 
out for it. And so I ignored the truths that 
these four men were trying to share with me.” 


But the four men living upstairs did not 
give up hope. After two months of sharing 
their faith, they persuaded the two families to 
attend a church service. Paul can still vividly 
recall that first service. It was held in a small, 
run-down storefront building. He also re- 
members that the building was full of people. 

Paul relates: “I had never been in anything 
like that in my life. They began to lift their 
hands and worship God, speaking in a lan- 
guage | had never heard and singing praises 
to Him. There was a man in a wheelchair 
who made his way to the center-front and 
began to preach the Gospel and declare the 
love of Jesus Christ. I wasn’t paying atten- 
tion, as my only desire was to get out of that 
place. At the end of his 40-minute sermon, the 
pastor, Reverend Harold Warner, gave an 
altar call. My wife immediately responded, 
practically falling over me as she ran to the 
front of the church. Then Lee and Connie, the 
couple that we lived with, also went to the 
altar. I thought, ‘What in the world are they 
doing?’ That day they were born into the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ and the ive of God 
came into their hearts.” 

As Paul returned home from the service 
that day, he was still unmoved. However, he 
began to notice a change in the life of Reneé. 


Every morning when she awoke she would 


sit up in bed, and say, “Paul, I feel different. 
I’m a new person. Jesus is real!” In addition, 
Paul realized that Lee and Connie were also 
different. He felt more isolated than he had 
ever felt in his life. He was now living with 
three Christians and had four more living 
upstairs. He tried to show them all that he 
really had it together, but he was having 
difficulty even convincing himself. 

‘Four days later, in the church parsonage 
living room, Paul gave his heart to Jesus. His 


life was transformed by the saving grace of _ 


Jesus Christ. It was a miracle of conversion 
that took place in a moment’s time when 
Pastor Warner prayed with him. Immedi- 
ately he realized that this was what he had 
been looking for all along. The philosophies, 
Eastern religions, and drugs could not satisfy 
the emptiness he felt inside. He needed a 
miracle, and that is exactly what God gave 
him. “My heart was immediately filled with 
joy and I had peace of mind,” testifies Paul. 

As well as saving Paul’s soul, God also 
delivered him of habits that were detrimental 
to his life. “I drank a lot of beer, smoked a lot 
of marijuana, took L.S.D., was heavy into 
world philosophies, and smoked cigarettes. 
But I was so sick of living that way. The very 
moment Jesus came into my heart, I was 
freed from every one of those vices, because 
Christ filled the vacuum in my life. 

“This all took place about a year after my 
brother, Jeff, was picked up by Reverend Bill 
Walworth, the pastor in Nogales. Perhaps on 
that night when Pastor Bill ministered to my 
brother, Jeff, he prayed, ‘God, begin to work 
in the circumstances of this man’s life. Lead 
him to Jesus.’” No one realized at that time 
that God was beginning a work in the life of 
Paul (who then lived in Oregon) that would 
one day result in his leading his brother, Jeff, 
to Jesus Christ. 


Paul and Reneé were anxious to share their 
born-again experience with Jeff, so they be- 
gan corresponding with him. In his replies to 
their letters, Jeff mocked and scoffed, stating 
that it was fine for them, (Cont. on page 11) 


Foursquare 
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At left: Today Paul finds 
himself into the study of 
God’s Word, instead of 
the study of the world’s 
philosophies which left 
him empty on the inside. 
Pastor Harold Warner, 
who led Paul and his wife 
to Christ, is one of a 
number of young pastors 
whom God is using to 
blaze new paths of 
evangelism in this area of 
the country. 


Paul and his bride, Renee, 
on their Wedding Day in 
1973. 


“I had always dreamed of pastoring a large 
church with the ‘right kind’ of people in my 
congregation. I wanted the type of people 
with whom I thought one could build a 
church,” reflects Reverend Dan Baker. But in 
the years to follow, God would show Rever- 
end Baker how He could build a church with 
people that no one else wanted, even in Dan’s 
own hometown of Akron, Ohio. 


Growing up in the Akron Foursquare 
Church, Dan went to church camp, partici- 
pated in all the various age group programs 
and graduated from LIFE Bible College of Los 
Angeles, California in 1964. In addition, he 
went on to graduate from Central Bible Col- 
lege Seminary in Springfield, Missouri in 
1965. Following his schooling, Dan and his 
wife, Sandy, served with a national youth 
organization for eight years, assisting in sev- 
eral different capacities. But, in spite of all 
this, somewhere along the way Dan had lost 
touch with sinners and brokenhearted peo- 
ple. 

Then in 1973, Dan and Sandy, along with 
their two children, were called to pastor the 
Akron Foursquare Church. Many years had 
passed and numerous pastors had come and 


gone since Dan had attended there as a child 
and teen-ager. 


Upon their arrival in Akron, the Bakers 
discovered that the Foursquare church was 
running about 75 people in attendance. “But 
after three months of innovating my own 
ideas and putting forth my personality, I got 
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the church down to 40. I thought I 
failure. My ego was severely damaged, 
was, the pastor of my home church, } 
on the same block that my parents liy 
and I was falling apart in front of ever 
reminisces Dan. 

Pastor Dan’s first experience with 
in his first pastorate came when he di 
that the Akron Church needed to Hl 
involved in a bus ministry in order to 
And so a bus, which they named tha 
Baron”, was purchased and off into th! 
munity they went to round up the chi 
But the Lord was to show Dan that tH 
not what He had in mind for the minii 
the Akron Church. It took many failur 
finally a major breakdown in the mec 
of the bus before Dan realized that G¢ 
not leading their church in that direct 


But Dan did not let the disappoint 
the bus ministry stop his eagerness; 
something new and to experiment 
the gimmicks he had used in his youth 
He was determined to see the Akron ( 
grow. He read all the books he con 
church growth and attended seminars 
dealt with the same subject. He evene 
ored to innovate in the Akron fello 
nationally-known evangelism ministr 
in spite of everything he attempted to 
practice, the attendance continued to} 


) Sing a song asking God to send them 

its. They prayed, “Lord we’ll open 
rs and facilities to the people that 
else wants. Bring them in no matter 
eir life style or problem is.” 


took us up on our plea,” shares Pas- 
“In a matter of several weeks people 
reme problems began attending our 
hip. They were residents of a hotel 
s located just a few blocks from the 
which had the worst reputation in 
uring the service these folk would 
walk around, and sometimes even 
t. They had deep needs. 


an to worry that the presence of these 
was going to turn other visitors 
isitors who I thought, by their dress, 
ike the kind of material with which 
ld really build a church. Then I would 
the people with deep-seeded prob- 
d I knew that they represented an- 
) our prayer—‘God, you send in who 
int, and we will love them.’ At first, 
ere just words. But soon we realized 
ihad to begin to make some decisions. 
e really going to love these people? 
ve really love this woman who was 
> her stuffed monkey to church and 
ling it was her baby? Did we really 
lese people to stay? These were diffi- 
istions for me and the congregation to 
| And I was concerned about my repu- 
) my first pastorate.” 


hile, more people came—all kinds 
le. Fellows, high on drugs, attended 


the services and would drop off the pews. But 
the Lord saved them, and they began to bring 
their friends into the fellowship, too. How- 
ever, the church still wasn’t growing, numer- 
ically. People were constantly coming and 
going. For six months the church congrega- 
tion struggled with this constant turnover. 
During this period the congregation, nev- 
ertheless, prepared the church edifice to ac- 
commodate more people, as well as redeco- 
rating and renovating in order to enhance its 
attractiveness. The congregation wanted to 
be ready... . 


“The turnover continued for several years 
and then, unexpectedly, the attendance be- 
gan to stabilize and we increased from 60 to 
85,” remarks Pastor Dan. However, he con- 
tinued to dream of seeing his congregation 
reach that ‘100’ mark. “But God kept dealing 
with us about numbers—that it isn’t numbers, 
it’s people. He was teaching us that each 
person is an individual and needs love, and 
that we didn’t need to ‘perform’ for them nor 
to beg them to come to a service. As a result, I 
ceased ‘performing’ in my ministry and, in- 
stead, started being open and honest with 
people. I even began to confront them con- 
cerning certain areas in their lives, and amaz- 
ing things began to happen! Ina short time we 
went from 80 to 120 in attendance. We never 
did see the ‘100’ mark. God just far exceeded 
it!” 

Satan, however, was not happy with what 
was happening in the Akron Church. On a 
Wednesday night, a group of Satanists from 
the Church of Satan (Continued on page 10) 
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1. Contemplating a move to 
another part of town, God has 
kept the Akron Fellowship 
where it is, which is close to the 
second busiest intersection in 
the city. 2. Rev. and Mrs. Dan 
Baker, shown with son, Randy, 
and daughter, Shari (left), and 
foster daughters, Ann Marie and 
Patti (right). Mrs. Baker, from 
the Portland, Ore. Foursquare 
Church, finds her roles as 
Pastor’s wife, mother, and a 
teacher in a public Junior High 
School very fulfilling. 

3. Interaction during Worship 
Services plays a vital role in the 
Akron Fellowship. 4. Church 
softball team members join 
hands in prayer. The church 
sports program (designed for 
those already in their 
fellowship) and its developing 
family camp program conducted 
at Camp McPherson, provide a 
balance in Christian living. 

5. Barry Livingston, Junior Boys’ 
group leader, directs outdoor 
activity. 6. Church elders (left to 
right): Bob May (also serves as 
Church Administrator), Gary 
Sonntag and Alan Montgomery. 


, 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 


y) TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA 


Top: General Supervisor 

_ M.E. Nicholls presenting 
Plaque of Recognition to the 
Torrance Foursquare Church, 
and accepted by Pastor 
Hooper White, for 50 years of 
faithful ministry to the 
community, Above: Junior 
boy presents colors at special 
Afternoon Service. 


=“ FOURSQUARE CHURCH 


Students from L.I.F.E. Bible College of Los 
Angeles, California conducted the first ser- 
vice of the Torrance, California Foursquare 
Church in February, 1925. On October 8th of 
this year, members and friends of the church 
gathered for an all-day celebration to com- 
memorate 50 years of ministry. Speaker in 
the Morning Worship Service was Dr. Paul E. 
Jones, Southern California District Super- 
visor. The service was followed by a lovely 
luncheon served on the church grounds. 

An afternoon program entitled, ‘This Is 


(Cont. from page 9) appeared on the lawn of 
the Foursquare church and began to chant 
and pronounce hexes upon the church and 
congregation. But the people inside soon 
learned about the power of God as they 
prayed the Satanists right off the church 


property. 


Today the Akron fellowship is still in the 
process of growing and is now running be- 
tween 250-275 on Sunday mornings. As well 
as their regularly scheduled services, they 
also conduct outreaches, such as a Coffee 
House and Christian concerts, thus minister- 
ing to many more than those who attend on 
Sunday. 

However, the growth isn’t just numerical, 
but also spiritual. This was evidenced in a 
recent Sunday evening service where eight 
souls were saved—three of them prostitutes. 
Other miracles include: The salvation and 
deliverance of male prostitutes; husbands 
and wives, who were separated, now saved 
and reunited; youth, who were heavy users of 
drugs, putting Christ first, and set free, with 
the change so apparent that a school teacher 
was converted through their witness; con- 
victed child molesters completely turning 
their lives over to Jesus: a man recently 
released from prison, who was saved, now 
allowing the Lord to help him overcome his 
prejudices, violent temper and sinful habits; 
people who have been set free from demon 
oppression and possession; and many people 
who have received physical healings! In ad- 
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Our Church,” featured former pastors and 
members who related memories of their 
years of ministry in the Torrance Church. 
Former pastors present included: Dr. and 
Mrs. M.E. Nicholls, Reverend Arthur Ped-_ 
ersen, and Reverends and Mmes Ben Griffith 
Sr., William Clayton and James Lowen. Un 
der the ministry of the Griffiths, the church 
purchased its first property in downtown 
Torrance in 1940. While the Lowens served as 
pastors, the present property was obtained — 
and an educational building, the parsonage 
and sanctuary erected. Reverend and Mrs. 
Hooper White, present pastors, have served 
in the Torrance Church since 1966. Under 
their care, a new educational building with 
offices has been added and the sanctuary 
enlarged and remodeled. . | 
Special guests for the Anniversary celebra- _ 
tion also included: Drs. and Mmes N.M. Van — 
Cleave, Earl W. Dorrance and Harold Jef- 
feries. 
The anniversary day was a celebration of 
praise to the Lord for the ministry and impact _ 
of the Torrance Foursquare Church in the 
community. cy 


dition, several have gone on to Bible colleges 
and seminary to prepare for the ministry. 
Included is the school teacher who was saved 
because of the extreme change he had seen in 
the lives of his students. “It is nothing we — 
have done,” states Pastor Baker. “It is just all 
work of God’s marvelous grace to these peo- 
ple and His love for them. ” 4 


Currently, the congregation is mostly made 
up of people between the ages of 18-30, with 
several older people in their seventies and 
nineties. However, these two age groups have 
a beautiful way of ministering to one an- 
other. The older people have become grand- 
parents to the younger generation, and they 
in turn have filled the lonely lives of the older 
folk with love and interest. God has not only 
bridged the age gap in the Akron fellowship, 
but He has also blended together people from 
many walks of life. As well as those who 
came from “the hotel”, the congregation also 
includes the well-educated, school teachers, 
a chemist, and people in their own business. 
Some of these come from 30 miles away ona 
regular basis to attend Middlebury Chapel 
First Foursquare Church of Akron. 

“I would have welcomed the educated and 
professional people first,’ states Pastor 
Baker, “but God knew that I needed to die to 
that. God didn’t use the people that I thought 
He would use to build this fellowship. In- 
stead, He used people that I didn’t think He 
could build anything with. Through this all ° 
He has taught us how to love.” cS 


‘ pti i mete ea : he i sia 
OUNDER’S WEEK OBSERVED 


\T ANGELUS TEMPLE 

_ The week of October 8-15, 1978, was set 
aside by Angelus Temple, headquarters 
hurch, to commemorate the life and minstry 
f our Founder, the late Aimee Semple 
McPherson. In keeping with the week’s 
theme, “Our Heritage,” Pastor Howard P. 
Courtney spoke on the topic, “The Four- 
Square Message,” in the opening Sunday 
Morning Service with President Rolf K. 
McPherson, son of the Founder, making a 
media presentation entitled, “Building For 
God,” in the Evening Service. 
Enhancement of the weekday hours in- 
cluded: The twice daily showing of Four- 
Square missionary films; the lunch hour 
lecture series on “The God of Our Founda- 
tion” by Dr. Guy P. Duffield; and participa- 
tion in the special time of prayer by members 
of the church’s seven UFW Circles, led by 
Mrs. Bert Robertson, UFW Chaplain, on Oc- 
tober 9th—World Day of Prayer and the 
birthday of our Founder. 


Afternoon and evening services and regu- 
lar weekly broadcasts featured the Four- 
square Gospel message and our rich heritage. 
Speakers included: Reverends Juanita Con- 
ger, Arleta Keck, and Claude Updike, and Dr. 
Dorothy Jean Furlong. Dr. and Mrs. Harold 
W. Jefferies were the special guest speakers 
for the Church Family Banquet on Friday 


(Continued from page 7) but he planned to go 
on living the way he was. He insisted that he 
was perfectly happy. 

A year later, Jeff, in a lost state, spiritually, 
came to visit Paul and Reneé. Nevertheless he 
still had all his ‘fronts up” as he reiterated 
that he was happy and doing fine. For two 
weeks he attended church services with 
them, but was still unmoved and determined 
to make it on his own. Yet God’s power is 
mighty! 

A revival was being held in the Tucson 
Church and Jeff attended the opening night 
with Paul. When the altar call was given, 
Jeff's hand shot up and he tripped over people 
to get down to the altar. Jeff responded to 
God’s love and he was born into the family of 
God. Later, he shared with Paul about the 
many times that he had loaded his shotgun 
(which he carried around in his backpack) 
and pointed it at his own brain. The only 
things that had kept him from taking his own 
life were the gnawing questions: What if 
there is a hell? What if Jesus is real? He 
realized that if the answers to these questions 
were, ‘“Yes’’, he would be lost for all eternity. 
But, today, Jeff is not lost for eternity; instead, 
he has eternal life. 


eveiuiug which also included a ‘eritage 
Highlights” presentation by Dr. Evelyn 
Thompson. Dr. M.E. Nicholls, General Super- 


visor, was the guest speaker for the Men’s i 


Breakfast held on Saturday morning. 


On the closing day of Founder’s Week, a 
sovereign move of the Holy Spirit of God was 
realized in the Sunday Morning Service with 
members of the congregation responding in 
united worship to the Lord, some standing 
and others kneeling. Pastor Courtney hon- 
ored this move of the Holy Spirit and set 
aside his morning message as the people were 
enraptured in the presence of God. 

A musicale, featuring the music of Aimee 
Semple McPherson, was presented in the 
Sunday Evening Service. Mrs. Raylene 
Ewing, guest soloist, joined with the Angelus 
Temple Music Department to present ex- 
cerpts from two of Sister McPherson’s op- 
eras. Special historical films, narrated by Drs. 
Veneda Courtney and Harold Chalfant, and 
Reverend Don Stauffer, were shown at the 
conclusion of the musicale. cy 


“As God had a plan to reach my brother 
and my wife and me with His salvation, even 
so He has a plan to reach every soul who will 
respond to Christ’s love,” remarks Paul. This 
truth is evidenced in the fact that other mem- 
bers of both Paul and Reneé’s families have 
responded to this love. In addition to his 
brother, Jeff, Paul’s parents committed them- 
selves to Jesus Christ when they saw what 
had taken place in the lives of their sons. 
Prior to their conversion, Paul’s father was 
an alcoholic and his mother depended on 
tranquilizers, but now they have put their 
trust in the power of God and worship and 
serve Him daily. Also, Reneé has had the 
opportunity to see her two brothers come to 
know the saving grace of Jesus. 

“As I reflect on God’s work in our lives and 
His mighty power that has been demon- 
strated to us, I think back to that day almost 
four years ago when my brother was walking 
down the street drunk and a man of God 
picked him up and took him in. Reverend 
Walworth could not have known at that time 
all that was going to transpire,” shares Paul. 
“Today we can testify that ‘once we were 
lost, but now we are found. Once we were 
blind, but now we see.’ ” im 
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Top: Pastor and Mrs. 
Howard P. Courtney (left) 
shown at Church Family 
Banquet with speakers, Dr. 
and Mrs. Harold Jefferies. 
Above: Dr. Jefferies shares 
highlights of present day~ 
renewal which is taking 
place around the world. 


international update 


Reverend and Mrs. 
Humberto Paz, 
missionaries to 

Mexico. 


DATELINE: Latin America 
Venezuela—‘‘During a class at 
the youth camp, a young lady 
was suddenly thrown around by 
demonic powers,’’ writes Mis- 
sionary Mrs. Loren Edwards. 
“Several pastors and | took her 
away and began ministering to 
her. Within minutes the girl was 
liberated and her life given com- 
pletely to Christ. When we arrived 
back at the class, several were 
praying at the altar, and she 
moved right in among them. The 
Lord told me to pray once again 
for her as He was going to bap- 
tize her in the Holy Spirit. | told 
her to lift up her head and arms 
and to begin praising God for He 
was going to fill the vacuum in 
her life that was left when the 
demons departed. She immedi- 
ately began praising the Lord in 
an unknown language and was 
filled with such joy that it affected 
all those around her. Everyone 
was weeping and rejoicing in her 
liberation. 

‘She later testified that her en- 
tire family had been deeply in- 
volved in witchcraft. Her mother 
was so dominated by demonic 
forces that she was insane for 
seven years. The mother was 
later ministered to by a Four- 
square member and was liber- 
ated and saved. One by one the 
children are coming to know 
Christ as their Savior. This young 
girl was studying to be a witch 
and was controlled by many de- 
mons. But the Lord gave free- 
dom and total victory in her life, 
and the effects on her family and 
friends continue to be mirac- 
ulous.”’ 

Mexico—Two hundred and fifty 
boys and girls gathered nightly to 
attend a special children’s 
crusade in Montemorelos, a city 
60 miles south of Monterrey. 
“One of the many exciting things 
that took place was the enthusi- 


/ asm and resulting outreach by 


the congregation,’”’ write Mis- 
sionaries Reverend and Mrs. 
| Humberto Paz. The church atten- 
dance averages around 60 and 
no advertising of the crusade was 
carried on. But these people 
used their cars and trucks to 
bring in children from their neigh- 
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borhoods and from all over the 
city, as well as children from two 
orphanages. 

The crusade program was de-, 
signed to reach unsaved chil- 
dren with the Gospel message. 
The results were gratifying as 
many commitments to Christ 
were made. Christian literature 
was sent home with the children 
each night and a special follow- 
up program was innovated to 
reach each home represented 
and to establish these new child 
converts in the church. 
Colombia— ‘Life is quite exciting 
here these days,’’ writes Dr. and 
Mrs. John Firth, missionaries to 
Colombia. ‘‘Some months ago 
we were asked to pray for a medi- 
cal doctor who had a tumor on 
the brain and another form of 
cancer in his vocal cords. We 
prayed, agreeing before the Lord 
and claiming Matthew 18:18. 
Last week the doctor phoned to 
say that during the last month he 
had been undergoing tests, and 
doctors could not find a trace of 
cancer or the tumor in his body. 
How we praised and thanked the 
Lord, together.”’ 

The Firths also report the fol- 
lowing miracles: ‘‘A lady who 
comes to our church has been 
suffering with heart trouble for 
many years and has been taking 
strong drugs for her problem. 
Yesterday she informed us that, 
after prayer she felt entirely well 
and went back to the doctor, who 
is amazed. He says that her heart 
is perfect. He has taken her off all 
drugs and today she looks 20 
years younger. ”’ 

Another lady which Mrs. Firth 
visited and prayed for, was diag- 
nosed as having leukemia in an 
advanced stage. She traveled to 
the United States where her 
brother has a clinic in West Vir- 
ginia. Recently returning to Bogo- 
ta, she gives testimony of the 
Lord completely healing her, with 
the doctors finding no trace of 
the leukemia. Once again the 
Firths praise the Lord. 


DATELINE: Asia 

Philippines—‘‘Rejoice with us 
over what God is doing in the 
East Visayas District!’’ writes Mis- 


‘DATELINE: South Pacific 
Papua New Guinea—Ulakoko 


: et oa 
sionary Ralph Elmore. ‘‘At the 
National Convention in Davaa 
last April, we reported 76 
churches within our District. (Our 
goal was 76 under ‘Exploit 80/ 
800'—a program which has as its 
goal 800 churches in the Philip- 
pines by 1980). Since April we 
have now increased to 81 
churches! Praise the Lord!” 


was an important man in the 
village of Kapakamarigi. Often the — 
villagers were awakened in th 
morning by the sound of his 

singing and his praises to the 
Lord. Everyone loved him. On this 
particular day he had gone to his 
garden to pick his coffee and was 


with these beans. i 
someone hiding behind a tree 
shot him with an arrow. When the 
village people got to him he was” 
praising God and saying, ‘| am 
now in your hands, dear God.’ — 
They quickly took him to the hos- 
pital 12 miles away. But one hour 
later he died, still rejoicing and 
speaking in his heavenly lan- 
guage. Before his passing he 
made the men of the village 
promise him that they would not. 
retaliate and kill someone for his" 
life, which is the tribal custom. 

It is also the tribal custom for 
villagers to cover their bodies 
with mud and spend hours wail- 
ing and crying at a funeral. But 
Ulakoko’s funeral was different. 
Instead, the people were singing 
Christian songs, carrying flow- 
ers and offering praises to 
Christ. D 

There have been many land 
border disputes between Ula- 
koko's people and the neighbor- 
ing village of Hofaga. Because 
the men of Hofaga automatically 
thought that they would be 
blamed for his death, they sat 
watching all night for the ex- 
pected retaliation. But, due to 
Ulakoko’s wish, there was none. 
However, a few nights later a fire 
broke out on top of the hill be- 
tween the two borders. Men from 
each tribe gathered there ex- 
pecting to fight. The Christians in 
each group called out, inquiring © 


ted by either tribe but by a 
troublemaker. As they continued 
to talk, it was also learned that the 
‘men of Hofaga had no part in the 
piling of Ulakoko. 

Christ alone can bring life, 
Rope and peace to the lives of 
men. However, there are yet thou- 
‘sands in this country who con- 
‘tinue to cover their bodies with 
‘mud, cut themselves, and cry 
-and wail for days because there 
is no hope after the death of a 
loved one. Many wars of retalia- 
‘tion continue to be fought, all 
because they have never heard 
of a God who loves them and 
died for them, and who can 
provide them with the ability to 
change life styles and customs. 
Only your prayers and giving can 
make it possible for these (as well 
as millions of others in other 
countries) to experience the life, 
hope and peace that only Christ 
can give. 


DATELINE: Africa 
Nigeria—God is opening a door 
of opportunity to reach vast areas 
of unsaved souls in this country. 

The port of Warri is located in 
the Delta of Africa, an area laced 
with rivers. People travel by boat 
rather than by bus. Dotted 
throughout the Delta are hun- 
dreds of towns and villages, 
some with as many as 3,000 in- 
habitants. 

Eight months ago Charles 
Membre, the President of the 
Nigerian National Council of 
Foursquare Men, was transferred 
to Warri as Chief of Police. An 


District Missionary Giving 


District Jan.-Oct. 1978 
Angelus Temple $102,254.36 
Canada 50;125:75 
Eastern U.S. 113,585.33 
Eastern Canada 6,187.02 
Great Lakes 188,338.09 
Midwest 127,280.09 
Northwest 235,002.17 
South Central 70,283.35 
Southeast 65,351.56 
So. California 239,236.81 
Southwest 169,591.59 
Western 114,367.64 


Age that the fie had not Ses : 


Top: Children’s crusade in & 


Montemorelos, Mex. realized an 
average attendance of 250 children 
nightly. (See story page 12.) A group 
from the congregation of the new 
Foursquare church in Warri, Nigeria. 
(See story this page.) 


active believer, he began to wit- 
ness and pray that souls would 
be saved. Today there is a Four- 
square congregation of 80 
adults and nearly 100 children in 
this city. At the present time they 
are meeting in a hall but are nego- 
tiating for land in the center of 
town. 

Missionary Mitchell Belobaba, 
recently visited this church and 


heard so many wonderful testi- 


monies from the believers. One 
such testimony was from a newly 
converted police sergeant. The 
sergeant lived on the third floor of 
the police barracks and some of 
his unsaved in-laws came to visit 
him with several small children. 
Suddenly the children began 
screaming. A small child had 
fallen from the third floor bal- 
cony. The adults quickly ran 
down the stairs terrified at what 
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they would find. As Charles Mem- 
bre, the Police Chief, descended 
the stairs, he asked God to work 


a miracle. When they reached 
the ground, there sat the child. To 
their amazement she was alive 
without a mark, scratch or bruise 
on her. To be sure that she had 
suffered no injuries, she was 
taken to the hospital. After an 
examination the doctors verified, 
“There are no injuries what- 
soever.’’ This family now claims, 
as a certainty, that this God, Who 
they have so recently come to 
know, does have power to pro- 
tect from anything. 

“As | drove over the mile-long 
bridge and left behind the man- 
grove forest where rivers are 
roads, my heart went out to the 
one million people who live 
there—people who no one is 
reaching,’ writes Reverend Be- 
lobaba. ‘‘And then | thought of 
the wonderful way in which God 
was giving us a base from which 
to reach these unreached. | rec- 

ognized that we stood at the 
edge of opportunity in this twen- 
tieth century.” 4) 


Salvation Through Grace 

The New Birth 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
The Spirit Filled Life 
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The Spirit of Evangelism 
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The Plan of Redemption 


Repentance and Acceptance 


Daily Christian Living 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
The Gifts and Fruit of the Spirit 
Divine Healing 

Church Relationship 

The Final Judgment 

Hell 
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Blessed 
ASSUNANG 


By Reverend Don Powers 
Pastor, Erickson Memorial Chapel 


Mount Vernon Bible College 


I Thessalonians 1:5—“For our gospel came 
not unto you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much as- 
SUTANCE so. | 

We sing, “Blessed assurance Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of 
salvation, purchase of God, born of His 
Spirit, washed in His blood.” There are far 
too many who sing this refrain who do not 
believe it. One pastor wrote saying that after 
24 years of ministering, only recently did he 
come into a real assurance relationship with 
Christ. Consider with me the following three 
areas of assurance: 


Full Assurance of Understanding 
Colossians 2:2—“That their hearts might be 
comforted, being knit together in love, and 
unto all riches of the full assurance of under- 
standing, to the acknowledgement of the 
mystery of God, and of the Father and of 
Christ.” 

Ephesians 1:17-18 also speaks of a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him. The Lord, our Lord, desires that we 
might so understand His Word, so fully pos- 
sess it, and thus it possess us that there will 
be no room for doubt, fear, or evil. We are not 
required to sacrifice faith to have under- 
standing. 

Ephesians 5:17—“‘Wherefore be not un- 
wise, but understanding what the will of the 
Lord is.” By the way, there are no prizes in 
God’s kingdom for ignorance or stupidity. 
Often God’s people fall into this trap. 

Anselm, one of the great saints, said, ‘It is 
surely a failure in reasonable conduct that 
one who has been established in the faith 


should not seek to understand what he be- 
lieves.”’ 


Full Assurance of Faith 

Hebrews 10:22—“Let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith...” Acts 
17:31—". . . whereof He hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that He hath raised Him 
[Jesus] from the dead.” 

Faith that is in the power of God and not in 
the wisdom of men is spoken of in I Corinthi- 
ans 2:4,5. Even as it is foily to leave out 
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understanding in view of faith, even so it is 
folly to use understanding as our only mea 
sure of faith. Faith must not disconnect itsel: 
from understanding, for understanding gives 
reasonableness to faith. Joan of Arc was onc 
asked by one of her judges, “Are you in ¢ 
state of grace?” To this she responded, “If 
am not, may God put me there, and if I am, 
may God keep me there. I would be the 
saddest person in all the world if I was not ir 
the grace of God.” 


Full Assurance of Hope 
Hebrews 6:11— “And we desire that everyone 
of you do show the same diligence to the full 
assurance of hope unto the end.” 

Hope without understanding would be a 
irrational hope. And a hope without faith 
would be very limited and would be hemmed 
in by narrow horizons of sense and time. We | 
are born by the Spirit unto a living and 
blessed hope, and all who have this hope 
keep themselves very much alert to it and~ 
give all diligence to maintain it. There is no_ 
hope on earth that can compare. 

When you fully understand the realities of 
these blessed assurances, you can truly sing, 
“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!’ and mean 
every word of it. at 
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MO VING? Please inform us of 
your NEW address 


Send to: 


Mailing Secretary, Foursquare World ADVANCE 
1100 Glendale Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90026: 


It is imperative that we have the OLD and NEW name 
and address in order to process a change. 


OLD ADDRESS 
Name 


Street ee ee 


City State Zip 


NEW ADDRESS 
Name 
Street_ 


City State Zip 


s Pharaoh, died | in 


. trom Petar memory. 
Horemheb obliterated Tut’s monu- 
succeeded in blotting out the boy 
araoh’s name from official lists of Egypt’s 
igs. He terminated the rites and prayers for 
“that he might die a second death and 
sh forever.” Egyptians, you see, believed 
utterance of the name of a deceased 
ade him live again, restoring “the breath of 
ife to him who has vanished,” as a funerary 
inscription put it. 


Yet through one of the ironies of history, the 
ve of no other Pharaoh is better known to 
ie public than Tutankhamen! Here is a histor- 
al illustration of what Jesus said, ”. . . the last 
shall be first...” (Matt. 20:16). Millions of 
Americans have visited exhibitions here this 
year Se treasures from Tut’s tomb. 

ier 

- Discovery in 1922 of that tomb reversed 
‘Horemheb’s villainy and rescued Tut from 
‘oblivion. Of course, only a small fraction of 
the treasures came to America for the exhibits. 
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book briefs: 

Easy-To-Make PUPPETS and How to Use 
Them by Fran Rottman, Regal, Early Child- 
hood, and Children/Youth, $3.95 each. The 
author, who currently serves as Christian 
Education Director of Angelus Temple, not 
only offers you easy, step by step directions 
on making your own puppets and stages 
(illustrated), but includes guidelines on how 
to use them as well. Writing from many years 
of experience as a youth and children’s 
worker, her books will show you that using 
puppets is possible, no matter how unskilled 
or inexperienced you may think you are. 


‘The reason ‘Egyptians’ tombs were packen 
with treasures (which robbers usually rifled) — 


was the fact that the greatest event awaiting 


every Egyptian was his funeral. He spent a_ — 
lifetime laying: up treasures for the afterlife. By 
the way, black in ancient Egypt was the color 
of re-birth, not of mourning. The embalming. 
workshop was called the “House of Vitality,” 
and the final phase of the mummification 
ritual was the “passport to eternity.” Mourners 
chanted, ‘You live again. You live again for- 
ever. Here you are young once more for ever.” 


Ancient Egyptians’ errors in laying up trea- 
sures in the wrong “heaven” were different 
only in degree, not in kind, from modern 
man’s preoccupation with amassing treasures 
for time instead of eternity. Alas, Pharaohs 
learned when they met God that you can’t 
take wealth with you. But Christians who meet 
the Lord when they go absent from the body 
‘know they can send it ahead! Actually, the 
Bible reveals treasures in three worlds—earth, 
heaven, and also hell, for Romans 2:5 warns 
that the unrepentant treasure up to them- 
selves “wrath against the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God.” 
But God be praised that He offers all an 
opportunity to escape wrath and enjoy here 
and hereafter “the unsearchable riches of 
Christ” (Eph. 3:8). 4 


Praying Beyond God’s Ability, by Dr. Roy H. 
Hicks, Harrison House, $2.25. Dr. Hicks is 4 
Foursquare District Supervisor, former pas- 
tor, and a conference speaker whose ministry 
takes him to many countries of the world. 
Speaking from many years of experience, he 
deals with the enigma (mystery) of un- 
answered prayer. In view of teaching today 
in many Christian circles that offers prayer as 
a magic wand, only to leave the learner with 
many unanswered questions and frustrations 
when the magic formula fails, Dr. Hicks’ 
book answers these questions by offering a 
proper perspective of prayer based on God’s 
Word that is needed today. Many other areas 
of the ministry of prayer are included. 4) 
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A Home Away 
From Home... 


In 1949 the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel constructed and 
furnished an apartment building for our Foursquare missionaries. This 
facility was designed to serve as a “home away from home”’ during theif 
furlough time. 


“While. home on furlough, our missionaries spend much of their time 
ministering in. Foursquare churches across the country and in Canada 
“communicating ‘the ministry of Foursquare Missions, firsthand, to our 
“Foursquare congregations. Upon their return to Los Angeles, the eigh 
1-.and 2-bedro6m apartments (just one block from Headquarters and 
Angelus Temple) provide comfortable living quarters for each missionary 
family. . | 


Won't you help by giving a sacrificial gift to assist with this project?? 
Funds may be directed through velacal church or sent to: 


\ 


FOURSQUARE YE MISSIONS 
1100.G G eavard 


Los Ange ia 90026 


Missionary family to Korea, Reverend 
and Mrs. Ron Meyers and children, 
lived in the Missionary Home during 
recent furlough. 
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